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PREFACE.

A history of Long Island, with special reference to its in-
tellectual, moral, and religious condition, from its first settle.
ment to the present time, is confessedly a desideratum. If
well executed, it canuot fail to be deeply interesting and in-
structive to the present inhabitants of the island, and their™
numerous kindred, scattered as they are, in almost every part
of this wide-spread land. The tide of emigration, from this
strand in the sea, has been much greater than is generally
imagined. You can scarcely go into any quarter of the
country, without finding those who were natives of this island,
or who proudly claim descent from those that were. Withall
such, it has long been a maxim, that “even a Long Island
dog is a welcome guest.” 'The clannish feeling probably exists
in greater strength in no part of our country, than among the
natives and descendants of Suffolk County. The writer has
been literally embraced by a perfect stranger in the forest, and
bid welcome to his cabin, merely because, as he said, “ I am

Tong Island, and I understand you are.” And this same
man, who had learned by a long residence in the wilderness,
to despise the God of his fathers, and neglect the gospel of
his Son, was willing to travel miles on foot, again and again,
to hear the message of salvation from the lips of a native of
his native isle ; and-even professed to yield his heart to the
obedience of faith. Whether sincere or insincere—deceiving
or deceived, the case illustrates the position assumed.

Nor is it to the natives of the island or their descendants
alone, that such a history will be interesting and instructive.
It is a part of the country, which, till within a few years, was
scarcely known to non-residents. It was so far removed—so
diffieult of access, and presented so few inducements to
wander through its forests, and wade through its sands, that
for the space of 200 years it has remained, in a great measure,
terra incognila, to almost the whole world. It is true, that
most people have learned from their geography and maps,
that there is such an island, stretching along the broad At-
lantic, defending the city of New York and the whole shore
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of Connecticut from the fury of the ocean waves; and they
have heard a thousand exaggerated stories of the ignorance
and simplicity of its inhabitants. And it miust be confessed,
that the insular situation and other physical obstacles, have
peceasarily operated to limit the views and retard the'progress of
the mind, when confined to such narrow boundaries. In this
respect it is true, that in the views of the islanders generally,
the affatrs of this wide world are drawn on a somewhat con-
tracted scale. And it is equally true, that from their non-
intercourse with the cunning and dishonest men of the world,
(for be it known, that a consummate rogue is about as rare
an animal as a wolf on Long Island,) they are an unsuspect-
“ing people, and are perhaps more easily over-reached than
those, who are more conversant with the ways of the world.
But for good common sense, sound judgment, and general
information, so far us it may be obtained trom books and oral
instruction, they are not interior to the mass of population, in
any equal portion of the state. .

In this connexion, and in confirmation of the preceding
remarks, it is worth while to correct another common mistake, in
regard to the ignorance even of letters, that is supposcd to exist
on Long Island. For this purpose, reference is made to the
United States census of 1840, from which it appears, that of the
entire white population of the nation, amounting to 14,189,108,
there are 549,693 persons over 2V years of age, who cannot
read and write. The average of these for Saffolk County
would be more than 1250. And yet according to the same
census, there are only 14 individuals of this unhappy class, in
this whole county. I'he number is indeed greater in the other
two counties, where there has been a greater influx of foreign
population ; viz., in Queen’s 458, and in King’s 968, of whom
881 are in the city of Brooklyn. But this tells a story for Suf-
folk County, which is generally regarded as the chief seat of
ignorance, thatis told of no other county in the State of New
%ork, and of very few counties of equal population in the
most favoured parts of New England.

While therefore such incorrect views of the people of Long
Island are entertained abroad, and very extensively too, such
a history as is here contemplated, is more important for non-
residents, if they really wish correct information on the sub-
ject, than for the inhabitants of the island themselves.

General histories of the early settlement and progress of
this territory are indeed extant. The Honourable Siyas
‘Woop, whom the writer is proud to acknowledge as his towns-
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man, and the friend and counsellor of his childhood and youth,
we are indebted for the first detailed history of this interesting
field. The track thus ably struck out, has been Jaboriously
pursued by Bensamin F. THoMpson, Esq., who, in addition
to much important information, has laid before the public eye,
a great mass of ancient documents, which cannot fail to be
both interesting and useful.

‘When this work was first undertaken, it was the writer’s
intention to confine himself exclusively, to the ecclesiastical,
or moral and religious history of the island. But after pur.
suing his researches, for some time, with reference to this
specific object, he became convinced, that some general out-
line of the physical features, civil divisions, progressive im-
provement, and other topics of secular history were indispens-
able, to enable the reader to appreciate the condition, and
form a correct opinion of the intellectual, moral and religious
state of the inhabitants. In addition to this, it is believed,
that some of these topics have never received that attention,
which their peculiarity and importance demand; while
others are sufficiently indicative of the genius and character
of the people, to merit notice in their religious history. Un-
der this conviction, remarks have been extended on these
several topics, to such a length, as to suggest the propriety of
dividing the work into two distinct parts ; devoting the one
to matters chiefly of a secular character, and the other more
directly, though not exclusively, to the ecclesiastical annals of
the several towns.

PBut unfortunately for the writer, if not for the public, the
work has undergone yet another modification, which he feels
bound to state, as an apology for the present form in which it
appears. After committing it to the press, he found, that by
a previous miscalculation as to the amount of the manuscript,
it could not be comprised within the bounds of a reasonable
volume. It therefore became necessary to remodel entircly
the Second Part of the work. In doing this, as the least loss
to the reader, the detailed history of the rise and progress of
the various religious denominations on the island, which would
have occupied more than 100 pages, was necessarily com-
pressed into the brief abstract, which appears on pages 125—
30. In addition to this, the annals of the towns, were in
many particulars abbreviated, to make room for the introduc-
tion of some historical sketches, which are essential to a correct
view of their religious condition.

It was originally intended, to give a brief outline of the

.
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life and character of the various ministers who have spent
their lives in the services of these churches, in ycars gone by.
But a deficiency of the materials furnished, and the necessity
of contracting the work, have prevented the execution of the
design, except in a few instances.

It will be observed, that in this compilation, no reference is
made, except incidentally, to the events of the American re-
volution. ‘I'hough many of these, of a deeply interesting
character, occurred on the island, they are faithtully recorded
in almost every history of the country. For this simple
reason, it was deemed needless to burden the present work
with their detail. Here and there, a fact has been noticed, as
illustrative of the position of a place, or the condition of its
inhabitants,

In collecting his materials, the author acknowledges his in-
debtedness to the laborious works already referred to, and
also to a number of his clerical brethren, who have con-
tributed important aid. Of these he feels bound to name the
following gentlemen :—the Rev. Jonathan Huntting—the
Rev. Abraham Luce—the Rev. Christopher Youngs—the Rev.
Joseph A. Copp—the Rev. Hugh N. Wilson—the Rev.
James C. Edwards—the Rev. Marmaduke Earle—the Rev.
Henry M. Beare—the Rev. James Macdonald—the Rev.
Jonathan Greenleaf—and the Rev. Samuel M. Haskins. But
without depreciating the kindness of any, the author is con-
strained to acknowledge himnself under special obligations to
ALuxANDER GaRrDINER, Esq. of the city of New York, both
for the value of his aid, and the very kind and polite manner
in which it wasrendered. 'This gentleman, upon barely seeing
the author’s circular in a newspaper, immediately transmitted
to him a MSS. history under the title of the * CHroNICLES
oF Eastaaxreron,” which had been compiled with great
labour and research, by his lamented father. From this
source, have been derived some of the most interesting annals
of aboriginal history, as well as many important facts in re-
lation to the eastern towns.

In addition to the works previously named, the author ac-
knowledges his indebtedness to Smith’s—Dunlap’s, and Von
Der Donk’s Histories of New York—Moulton’s View of New
Orange, in 1673—Dr. Strong's History of Flatbush—Fur-
man’s Notes of Brooklyn—Gen. Johnson’s Lectures, transla-
tions and communications in manuscript—the Rev. Mr. Fai-.
toute’s MSS. History of Jamaica—the Rev. Mr. Garretson’s
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Bermon, and several other pamphlets that cannot be particus
larly mentioned.

Ino availing himself of the aid of these and other sources
of information, it has been impracticable to give distinct cre-
dit for every fact or sentiment derived from previous writers,
especially where it appeared desirable to abridge, or make a
slight variation of language, or different arrangement of ideas.
For these reasons, quotations have not been distinctly marked,
except where a sentence or paragraph has been taken entire,

Though the author has particularly aimed at correctness in
regard to dafes, of which he has detected not a few errors in
former publications, he will not venture even to hope, that he
has been entirely successful in this particular. There may
be also mistakes in point of fact, though he assures his readers,
that he has made no statement, but upon his own personal
knowledge, or on information which he had reason to believe
was entitled to full credit. But as different minds admit facts
on different degrees of evidence, it is possible, that even here,
some errors may be detected. The correction of these, from
any authentic source, will be esteemed a favour.

'The writer has been at the expense of having a Miniatare
Map of Long Island engraved, (which will be found fronting
the title page,) to enable the reader to form a correct idea of
the relative position of the several towns and counties.

- Relying on the indulgence of the reader, this humble
attempt, to record the annals of this island of the sea, is
submitted with all its imperfections, to the attention of the

public.
N. 8. PRIME.
Williamsburgh, L. 1., Oct. 10th, 1843.



ERRATA.

In consequence of the haste with which these sheets have passed
through the press, a number of small typographical errors have escaped
notice, which the knowledge of the reader will readily correct. Two, only

" have been observed, which need to be distinctly pointed out.

In the schedule, on page 121, the population of King’s County, in 1845,
should read 78,691, and the aggregate populatior of Long Island, 145,119.
On page 290, in the last line of the note at the bottom, for word, read
wonder.
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HISTORY OF LONG ISLAND,

! PART I -

CONTAINING A PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION OF THE ISLAND, ITS
OIVIL DIVISIONS, PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS, STATISTICS, ETC.

SECTION I
Names, Form and Situation.

Lone IsLAND unquestionably derived its distinctive name,
from the form of the territory to which it is applied. It ob-
tained several different appellations from the aborigines, which
appear to have been used on different occasions, or by differ-
ent tribes. Of these, the following are of frequent occur-
rence :—Paumanacke, Mattanwacke, Meitowaz, and Sewan.
hacka. 'The last, meaning “ the island of shells,” was pecu.
liarly appropriate ; as the shores and bays abounded, from
time immemorial, with various kinds of shell-fish, the relics
of which, accumulated in large mounds by the natives, re-
main to the present day.

Its present name was early applied by the European set-
tlers. But in 1693, some years after the province was brought
under the British government, the name was changed, by an
Act of the Colonial Legislature, to the * IsLaND oF Nassav.”
And, to insure its adoption, it was enacted, that * all grants,
patents, deeds, conveyances, bargains of sales, bills, bonds,
records and other written instruments,” made in any coun-
ty, part or place of said Island, should recognise thiz name.
Sanctioned by this high authority, but in opposition to popu.
lar sentiment, the name obtained only a partial and temporary
currency ; and though the Act was neyver repealed, it was
soon permitted to be regarded as obsolete.

Long Island is situated between 71° 47’ and 73° 87’ west
longitude from Greenwich, and is about 125 miles in length

1



2 FORM AND SITUATION. [parT 1,

from the most western point, near Fort Hamilton, in the town
of New Utrecht, to Montauk Point, in the township of
Easthampton.* Its greatest breadth is about 20 miles ; and
this point lies some 85 miles from its western extremity. Its
average breadth is about 12 miles, and its whole area is a lit-
tle short of 1500 square miles. This admeasurement, how-
ever, does not include the South Bay and the outer beach.
From the point of its greatest breadth, it gradually diminishes
both ways ; the western part retaining a width from 13 down
to 9 miles. The eastern part, at the distance of 75 miles
from the west end, where its breadth is about 13 miles, is di-
vided into two great branches, by a large bay, interspersed
with islands, extending from the Atlantic Ocean, and gradu-
ally diminishing as it proceeds up into the land. The length
of this bay, from Montauk Point, to its head, is about 45
miles ; and its greatest breadth between the two branches of
the Island, about 12 miles.

Although the Island is so narrow, and its southern coast re-
markably straight, yet in consequence of its inclining consid-
erably from a due east and west line, it occupies, in its whole
extent, about 36’ of latitude ; being situated between 40° 34’
and 41° 10’ north. This, of course, embraces all the adja-
cent islands that are included under its jurisdiction. Its gene.
ral line of direction, from Fort Hamilton to the head of the
great bay, is about 15° north of east.

But a more definite idea of its relative position may be ob-
tained, by considering its topography, in relation to the city
of New-York, and the shore of Connecticut. A line drawn
due south from the City HaLL, would pass through the Island,
about a mile and a half east of Fort Hamilton, and in its
continuation, cuts off the west end of Coney Island, which,
with the exception of a small part of Pelican Beach, lying a
few miles east, is the most southerly portion of Long Island.
The distance from the City Hall to the south shore, on the
above line, varies very little from 10 miles.

A line drawn due east from the City Hall enters the Island,
near the foot of South Fifth-street, in the village of Williams-
burgh ; leaving almost the whole of King’s County on the
south. Proceeding east, it passes about three-fourths of a

* From time immemorial. the length of the Island has been said to be
140 miles. The length of time required to travel over a large portion of
it has probably had an influence in forming that estimate. It 1s believed,
ilf wa)n x;ﬂxm:t admeasurement were made, it would be found not to exceed

s -
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mile north of the village of Jamaica, intersects the Jericho
turnpike, a short distance beyond the turnpike-gate. A
little east of this point, it crosses the Long Island Railroad,
passing through the great Hempstead Plain, and leaving the
greater part of Queen’s County on the north. Gradually ap-
proaching the south side, it passes about a mile and a half north
of Babylon ; crossesthe mouth of a stream in the town of Islip,
called Connecticut Brook, and enters the great South Bay at
a point about 48 miles from the west end. Passing through
the bay, it intersects the great South Beach, and enters the
Atlantic Ocean, nearly south of a point where the Connecti-
cut (Connectquot) River empties into Fire Place Bay. This
point is about 60 miles from the western extremity of the Isl-
and. Thus the whole of Suffolk County, excepting about 30
s}tl]uare miles of its southwestern corner, lies north of the City
all.

The northern shore of Long Island, with the exception of
several deeply.indented bays, and corresponding projections
of peninsulas or promontories, commonly called Necks, is
quite uniform in its general line of direction. But the Con-
necticut shore, gradually receding, forms between it and the
Island, that well-known expanse of water called Long Island
Sound. From the city of New-York, north and eastwurd, the
strait, usually, though incorrectly, called the East River, pro-
ceeds about 14 miles, where it gradually widens into the
Sound, which extends to Fisher’s Island, opposite Stoning-
ton in Connecticut. It is about 100 miles long, and its
greatest breadth, which is opposite New Haven, more than 20
miles. From this point, 1t gradually diminishes both east
and west. ’

The two branches of the Island at the east, formed by the
great mediterranean Bay previously mentioned, differ some.
what, both in length and breadth. The southern branch,
through the greater part of 30 miles, is from 6 to 8 miles
in width. About 8 miles east of the head of the Bay, it sud-
denly becomes so narrow, that the waters of the bay on the
south side, are separated from the interior bay, by an isthmus
of sand, but little elevated above the level of the sea, and less
than half a mile wide. This place, called by the Indians
Merosuck, has, from the early settlement of the country by
the whites, borne the characteristic name of ‘“Caxom
Prace ;” as it was a favourite harbour for the craft of the
aborigines, and the place at which they readily transported
their canoes, from one bay to the other. Proceeding 4
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miles east from this spot, the land gradually widens, and
rises into large hills of sand, some of which attain the height
of more than 100 feet. These are called the Shinnecock
. Hills, and are seen at a great distance at sea, by vessels ap-
proaching this part of the coast. A With the exception of a
few small necks of land lying on the waters, this whole tract
is perfectly sterile. Passing over the hills, the land again
widens to 6 and 8 miles, principally of a productive quality,
till you arrive within 15 miles of the extremity. Here com-
mences a low sand beach five miles in length, and from one
to two in breadth, leading to the peninsula of MoNTAUK.*
This is an elevated, undulating tract of good land, formerly
ebounding with wood ; 9 miles in length, and nearly 3 miles
wide at its broadest point, containing 9000 acres. The eastern
extremity, called by the Indians Wamponomon, now known
as Montauk Point, is elevated about 100 feet above the sur-
face of the ocean. This is the site of the Light-house, erected
by the United Statesin 1795 ; the lantern of which is 98 feet
from the ground, and nearly 200 feet above the sea. This
is the most easterly part of the whole island, being 15 or 20
miles longer than the other branch.

Returning to the head of the great inland Bay, the northern
branch of the Island commences with a breadth of 5 or 6
miles ; which, gradually diminishing for 20 miles, is suddenly
reduced to the width of one or two miles. Continuing with
some variation, about 5 miles further, a narrow beach inter-
venes, leading to a peninsuls, similar to that just described,
on the southern branch, though smaller in its dimensions.
This peninsula, called by the Indians Poguatuck, and by the
English, Oysterponds, till the more classic name of Orient was
devised, is about 5 miles long, and one mile or a little more in
breadth. The land isslightly elevated, and of an excellent qual-
ity. The eastern extremity is about 30 miles from the head of
the bay, and bears the name of Oysterpond Point. The range
of islands lying east of this, which belong to the jurisdiction of
Long Island, as well as those in the several bays and straits,
will be noticed hereafter.

Taking this brief description of Long Island, it will be
perceived, especially with the belp of the map, that it bears a
strong resemblance to the outline of a large fish; and though

# The genuine Indian name was MoNTAUK-ETT; the ett being a com.
mon adi‘unct in the hnﬁage of the aborigines, on the island and the

main. For example :—. ans-ctt, Narragans-ett, Senecos.ctt, &c,
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the profile is confessedly imperfect, the resemblance, especially
if we include the great South Beach as a part of the outline,
is much more striking, than is to be found in most of the
celestial constellations, which have been formed by astrono-
mers.

SECTION II

Its Appendages.

The name of Long Island includes under it, not only the
territory which has been briefly described, but numerous is-
lands, beaches and sand-sprits, which lie in the adjacent
waters.

The largest of these is SHELTER IsLAND, (containing 9000
acres,) called by the aborigines Manhansack-aha-quashu-wor-
nock ; said to mean, an island sheltered by islands. It was first
pamed, by the English, Farret’s Island, which originated in
the following circumstances. On the 22d of April, 1636,
at the solicitation of Cmarres L., the Plymouth Company
gave to WILLIAM ALEXANDER, Earl of Stirling, a patent
covering the whole of Long Island and its appendages. In
the following year, the Scottish Earl gave a power of attorney
to James Farret, constituting him his agent, for the sale and
conveyance of all the lands included in his patent; at the
same time authorizing him to take possession of, and oppro-
priate to his own use, 10,000 acres, in any part of the island
that he chose to select. Farret, soon after his arrival, made
choice of Shelter Island, together with Robbin’s Island. Hence
the former was called after his name. Some 12 years after,
Farret sold his possessions to Nathaniel Sylvester; from
which circumstance it was, for some time, called Sylvester’s
Island. At length, however, it obtained its present name,
from the translation and abbreviation of the Indian appel-
lation. . ’

This name is peculiarly appropriate, as it lies in the Great
Bay, between the two eastern branches of Long Island, which
have been described, nearly half way from its head to Mon-
tauk. This island is somewhat irregular in shape, being ser-
rated with alternate bays or coves and necks of land. Its
greatest length is 6 miles, its greatest breadth about 4, and its
area about 14 superficial miles. It is separated from the pro-
jecting necks of the two branches of Long Island by two
straits, each of which is about half a mile wide. Thus, Shel-
ter Island divides the Great Bay into two parts. The interior
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or western part is called the Pecontox Bay. This again is
subdivided into the Great and Little Peconick. The eastern
part, within Gardiner’s Island, is called GARDINER's Bay.

Rosnin’s IsLaND lies near the middle of the Great Peco-
nick Bay, about 6 miles west of Shelter Island, and contains
about 400 acres of land. For more thana dozen miles, this
bay is from 3 to 5 miles wide.

Cepar Ispanp is a small mound of sand, lying about a
mile southeast of Shelter Island ; covered with a few cedar
trees, bushes and coarse grass, elevated a little above the sur-
face of the water. It is worthy of notice only as being the
site of a Light-house, erected in 1838, to mark the entrance to
the port of Sag Harbour, from which it is distant in a north-
-easterly direction about 3 miles.

Garpiner’s Isranp, called by the Indians Monshonock,
(pronounced Monshongonock,) and by its original proprietor
the * Isle of Wight,” is 10 miles east of Shelter Island, be-
tween 3 and 4 miles from the south branch of Long Island,
and 15 miles from Montauk Point. It is of an irregular form,
and, including a long beach running off to the northwest, the
extremity of which is within 5 miles of Oysterpond Point, it
is full 6 miles in length, and contains, to the water’s edge, 5
superficial miles. In municipal jurisdiction, it constitutes a
part of the town of Kasthampton, on the southern branch.
This island, which has always been retained in the Gardiner
family, by entailment, till that relict of feudalism was annihi-
lated by our statutes, was purchased and taken possession of
by the original proprietor, Lyon Gardiner, in 1639, previously
to any permanent settlement being made in any part of the
island comprehended within the present counties of Queen’s
and Suffolk. And here Elizabeth Gardiner, the first child of
British parentage, within the entire province of New York, was
born, Sept. 14, 1641,

From Opysterpond Point, there is a succession of islands,
running in a north-easterly direction, the last of which lies
within 3 or 4 miles of the Connecticut shore. These are
Pruy Istanp, (not Plumb,) the Great and Liitle Gulls, and
Fisuer’s Isanp.  Some, if not all of these, probably once
formed a part of the northern branch of Long Island, to which
they are attached in jurisdiction. Plum Island is now sepa-
rated from Oysterpond Point by a strait of a mile and a half
in breadth, through which the tide,both at ebb and flood, rushes
with resistless fury. A person cannot stand on the shore and
witness the constant abrasion of the sweeping torrent, without
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yielding to the conviction that this tract of land was once at-
tached to the main island; and what strengthens this con-
viction, is the fact, that the peninsula of Oysterponds would
long ere this have become a distinct island, but for the con-
stant vigilance, and sometimes vigorous exertions of its in-
habitants, to arrest the encroachments of the tides and storms,
even though its isthmus is much better defended from the in-
g:: of the ocean than that of Plum Island could ever have
n.

Plum Island contains at present about 800 acres, and is in-
habited by only three families, including fifteen individuals.
A Light-house was erected herein 1827 to mark the passage of
the strait between it and Oysterponds, which is called Plum
Gut. The surface of this island is very stony, and has no
wood, except a small pine swamp.

The GuiL IsLanDs lie in a north-easterly direction, about
two miles from Plum Island. They are little more than two
heaps of rocks imbedded in the sand, the larger presenting a
surface of a dozen acres, and the other scarcely one. Oa the
latter, which is the most easterly,a Light-house, erectedin 1825,
constitutes one of the most important beacons on our extended
coast, as the passage between this and Fisher’s Island forms
the principal entrance from the ocean into Long Island Sound.
This strait is about three miles in breadth, and is called the
Race, from the immense velocity of the tide.

Fismer’s IsLanp, the most north-easterly of the territorial
appendages of Long Island, is about eight miles long, and of
an average breadth of nearly three-fourths of a mile ; contain.
ing five or six superficial miles. It lies directly opposite the
towns of Croton and Stonington, in Connecticut ; between
three and four miles distant from the nearest point of each.
This island is still occupied by a single proprietor, and sustains
a very productive dairy and large flocks of sheep. All these
Islands, extending from Oysterpond Point, form a part of the
most easterly township on that branch of the island, making
it about forty miles in length.*

» A few yearsago, a farmer of this town was visiting a friend in Orange
county, who knowing the small farms usually caltivated on the east end
of the island, appeared to take a great dcal of satisfaction in leading his
visiter through his dairy, exhibiting his firkins of butter and piles of cheese,
and ever and anon exclaiming, ** You can’t do this in Southold” At
length he took him into his ficlds to see a flock of 4’ or 500 sheep, exult-
ing as before, ** You can’t do this in Southold.” Said the visiter, ** One
of vur farmers of Southold told me the other day that he had sold 1100
lambe this season, and that he has 300 more ready to be sent off in & fow
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There are many other islands belonging to the municipal
jurisdiction of Long Island; as Hog-Island in Oyster-Bay,
Riker’s Island, and the Two Brothers, in the Narrows, about
two miles east of Hurlgate, belonging to Newtown; and
many others lying on the south side, in the Jamaica, Hemp-
stead, and Great South Bay.

But one of the most peculiar features of Long Island is the
Great Sand Beach, which forms its southern barrier against
the fury of the ocean. Thisbeach in some places, as on other
parts of the Atlantic coast, constitutes the shore of the Is.
land. But through the greatest part of the distance, for
nearly one hundred miles, it is entirely detached from the
main land, forming a large bay, from one to five miles in
breadth. This beach is remarkably uniform in its structure
and dimensions, varying from a quarter to a half mile in
breadth; although, by the force of the waves, it is constantly
undergoing slight changes. It is composed entirely of fine
white sancgl, driven up by the‘sea to high water mark; and
then, as the tide recedes, and the sand becomes dry, it is drift.
ed, like snow by the wind, into numerous hillocks and banks,
some of which rear their heads twenty or thirty feet above the
level of the adjacent waters. These hillocks are kept from
blowing away, by numerous tufts of coarse grass, which, as the
sand accumulates, gradually grow upward, and by their in-
creasing roots confine the sand. Nor is this drifting of sand
confined to the beaches; you occasionally meet with it in
fields that were once cultivated, but are now entirely desti-
tute of all vegetation, from being covered several feet deep by
drifted sand. And in the town of Easthampton, there are
now hills of sand, on the very site of some of the dwellings
reared by the first settlers of the town.

Some parts of this beach, with the islands which it encom-
passes, bear a few scraggy, stinted trees; but in general, it
produces no vegetation, except a coarse, wild grass, sparsely
scattered over its barren wastes, and now and then a clump
of bushes, whose germ has been fortuitously conveyed te this
desolate strand. Coney Island, the most western portion of
this great barrier, presents most of the characteristic marks
of this beach throughout its whole extent. East of this is
Pelican Beach, connected with Barren Island; and then
Bockaway beach, which, with the preceding, forms Jamaica

days; and he makes butter and cheese in about tho same proportion.”
He had reference to the proprietor of Fisher's Ialand.
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Bay. The next inorder is Hog Beach, encompassing another
“Hog Island.” Then comes Long Branch, which forms Hemp-
stead Bay. East of this is Jones’ Beach, next Oak Island
Beach, and then the Great South Beach, which extends more
than half the entire length of the island, forming the Great
South Bay. Between these successive strands there are of
course, several openings called inlets, through some of which
coasting vessels of considerable burden can pass. From the
most eastern of these passages, called Fire Island Inlet, (where
is a Light-house,) to the inlet into Shinnecock Bay, a distance
of more than 40 miles, the shore is almost a continuous straight
lire. Though its edges are slightly indented and projected by
the constant moving of the restless waters, its general course
remains unchanged. This beach in its continuance eastward
attaches to the main land, forming Shinnecock Bay. Me.
cock’s Bay, and some other bodies of water, called ponds,
which have no constant connexion with the ocean, except in
times of violent storm, or extremely high water. They some-
times become so full of water as to render it necessary to
make an opening through the beach, which is easily cione,
and after the waters are discharged, it is soon filled up with
sand from the ocean waves.

It is a question of some interest, and upon which different
opinions are entertained, whether the territory of Long Island
is, or is mot conmstantly diminishing. There is no reason to
doubt, because there is ocular demonstration of the fact, that
the high banks along the northern shore, and at the east end,
are constantly wearing away by the waters; and frequently
are so far undermined, as to occasion large avalanches from
above. The high bluff of Montauk has, in this way, been
perceptibly diminished, within the recollection of the present
generation. And from the rocky bottom of the adjacent wa~
ters, the supposition is not improbable, that this branch of the
island once approximated, if it was not actually joined, to
Block Island. But while in some places, the sea is evidently
encroaching on the land, in others, very considerable acces<
sions are made to the shores, by the vast quantities of sand
east up by the waves. This is obvious in some of the beaches
formed on the Sound; but still more manifest on the south
coast. Though the great beach retains from year to year, its
general features, it suffers partial changes after almost every
violent storm., But the sand that is torn from one place
will generally be found deposited in another. And in some
paxts, this increase of the land :gpean to be permanent. It
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is a remarkable fact, that at the first settlement of Easthamp-
ton, the skeleton of a whale was discovered on Neapeague
Beach, partially imbedded in the sand near the sea, which still
remains, but is now nearly a mile from the shore. There are
other, though not as decisive evidences of the extension of the
land, in other parts of the island. But within the harbours
and bays, particularly the great South Bay, there is the most
conclusive evidence of the gradual formation of necks and isl-
ands. The process is gradual, but constantly progressive.
The motion of the water produces, first shoals of sand, then
marshes, which begin to bear a coarse grass, that aids the ac-
cumulation of foreign materials, till, at length, you behold a
vast expanse of meadow covered with salt grass. It is worthy
of notice, that in the remarkable law-suit between the town
of Huntington and the Nicoll’s estate, in relation to some of
these islands, commenced in 1805, it was proved, that not only
wonderful changes had taken place in the Great South Beach,
within a little more than a century, but that “as late as 1773,
the Fire Islands, now lying in the bay, were a mere sand-sprit,
producing only a few patches of coarse grass.” Such are
some of the facts, on this point, from which it is difficult to
determine with precision, whether the land or the water is
making the greater strides.

SECTION III.
Remarks on its geological structure, surface, soil, forests, &c.

‘When we consider the retired situation of Long Island, and
how little it has excited the notice of travellers, 1t is not sur-
prising, that its geological character, as well as other peculiari-
ties, should have remained so long unexplored. Until quite
recently, very few scientific men have even deigned to give
it a passing notice ; though the assertion may be safely haz-
arded, that scarcely any other tract of land, of equal extent

on the American continent, furnishes more abundant room for -

the émagination of geologists to play upon ; or that imposes a
stronger necessity of conjeciuring the operation of some tre-
mendous agency, which, in its freaks, had invaded the do-
mains of both the land and the ocean ; and after completing
its sport, had silently retired, without leaving a track to de-
termine its origin, or identify its form.

Dr. Dwight, late President of Yale College, was probably
the first, who condescended to take a tour of the island for
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the purpose of examining its physical features with a sci-
entific eye; and though he made it his object “to examine,
with a continual and minute attention, the stones of every
size which should be visible, through all the parts of his pro-
gress,” and, * this examination was extended to the stones on
the general surface ; to those washed out in hollow roads;
to those uncovered on the summits and sides, and at the bot-
tom of hills; to those found in the deepest valleys, and to
those which were dug out of a considerable number of very
deep wells;” yet, it is obvious, that a series of observations
thus hastily made, on a single tour, would afford very scanty
materials, on which to form a correct opinion of its general
geological character. It might indeed afford ground for the
inference, which has been generally deduced, from a very
slight examination of its component materials, that the greater
part of Long Island is of alluvial formation, using the term
in its broadest sense. There is not an uanlettered farmer, who
has lived three score years, on the margin of the harbours or
bays of the island, but can testify, that he has beheld wish
his own eyes, the growth, both in extent and perpendicular
height, of the meadows and marshes, which already occupy
an aggregate surface of 116 square miles, or nearly 75,000
acres, and are annually increasing. And it is easy for the at-
tentive eye to observe the agency of the winds and waves, in
carrying forward this remarkable process. But these forma.
tions, large as they are now, and vast as they may yet become,
are only appendages of the island. And while it 18 manifest that
a large portion of the materials, of which the body of the
island is composed, “ appear as if worn by the long continued
attrition of water, and, in all respects, exactly like those,
which, in a multitude of places, were found on the beach of
the ocean; ” yet it is equally, obvious, that they could never
have been brought to their present position, by the same or-
dinary and limited agency, which has produced, and is still en »
larging, the meadows in the bays, and the beaches on the sea.

Besides this, it is believed, that there is a considerable por.
tion of the component materials of Long lsland, which bear
no decisive marks of having been long subjected to attrition
by water. Dr. Dwight indeed expresses the opinion, that
even every granite rock which he examined, (except on Mon.
tauk) gave “plain proofs of having been washed for a con-
siderable length of time, and strongly resembled rocks of the
same kind, which have been long beaten by waves.” But
with his characteristic candour, he adds, “*1 will not say, that
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no other traveller would have considered these rocks as ex-
ceptions.” : : .

In addition to all this, it will be noticed, that aubsequgnt in-
vestigations and examinations have proved, beyond all dispute,
that as you proceed from one end of the island to the other, the
changes which take place in the rocks and other materials found
on its northern shore, correspond with no variation of order,
and very little in extent, with those situated on the main land,
north of the sound, and its connecting straits. Thus the
Jersey free-stone, is frequently met with, on the western parts
of the island. The gneiss and hornblende rocks, which cha-
racterize the islands and northern shores of the strait called
Hurlgate, exist in situ, in the vicinity of Astoria, or the north
western shore of Newtown. The granite, quartz and lime-
stone of Fairfield county in Connecticut are to be found in
Queen’s County and the western parts of Suffolk, the red sand-
stone which abounds in the vicinity of Newhaven is to be
traced in Brookhaven, while the granite of the eastern parts
of Connecticut, in its numerous varieties, as it extends to
Rhode Island, is found on the eastern parts of Long Island.

From all these considerations, the inference has been re.
garded as legitimate, that Long Island, was once, through its
whole extent, attached to the main ; and some powerful agen-
cy, the form of which is now left entirely to conmjecture,
forced the separation, which is now marked by the interven.
ing Sound. One of the most plausible suppositionsis, that
the separation has been effected by some resistless torrent of
water, which, under peculiar circumstances, that it is impos-
sible now to determine, has swept out the intervening land, and
left its channel to be occupied by the waters of the ocean.
But a comparison of the shores of Connecticut and Long
Island affords little reason to suppose that they were ever
joined, by so wide an interval of low flat land. The identity
of their characteristics, already noticed, forbid the supposition :
and to suppose that the mountains, hills and strata of rocks
on the north of the Sound, once continued across its whole
breadth, would entirely exclude the possibility of the change
having been produced by water.

Though the writer makes no pretensions to skill in the sci-
ence of geology, yet as guessing is not the exclusive privi-
lege of those living on the north side of the Sound, he will
venture to suggest an hypothesis of his own, in relation to the
origin of his native isle. One or two preliminary remarks,
however, will be made. -
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The first is, that a comparison of the materials, and the
comparative height, as well as the surface of the north and
south sides of Long Island, plainly suggest that they originated
from different situations. The whole of the southern half,
from the surface down to the lowest point to which excava-
tion has been made, bears the most incontestible evidence,
that every stone, and pebble, and grain of sand, of which it is
composed, had been long worn by the action of the waves :—
while the northern half, at least on and near the surface, is in
many respects destitute of this evidence.—Again ; the south-
ern half, from the termination of the hills near the middle, pre-
sents to the eye the appearance of a dead level ; but which,
upon a minute examination, is found to be an inclined plain,
gradually descending from 100 or 150 feet down to the level
of the sea ; while the northern half exhibits an elevated sur-
face, broken up into hills and valleys, and in its materials as
well as form, claiming affinity with the southern shore of Con-
necticut.

And now for the conjecture ; suppose at some distant pe-
riod, far back in the lapse of by-gone time, (and 6000 years
are sufficient, without 6 long days of indefinite length for
the beginning,) a strip, some 6, 8, or 10 miles wide, of the
southern shore of the main, was, by an earthquake, or some
other delegated agent of Omnipotence, broken off and set in
motion in a southerly direction ; the different parts advancing
with a velocity differing according to the nature of the sub.
stratum, upon which they proceeded. Though the moving
mass would naturally be broken, and some of its most elevat-
ed portions be depressed, yet it might still be expected to re.
tain somewhat of its former altitude. But, while thus pro-
ceeding towards the depths of the ocean, the vast quantities
of stones, pebbles and sand lying at the bottom of the waters,
would necessarily be accumulated before it, gradually rising
higher and higher, till, if the momentum was continued, they
must rise far above the surface, with a gradual declivity to-
wards the south. Such a cause, operating in this manner to
a certain distance, would produce a tract of land, whose two
halves might be expected to present that diversified charac-
ter both of material and surface, which is presented in the
northern and southern parts of Long Island.*

* As an illustration of this conjectare, though it may be no argument in
its support, the attention of the reader may be directed to a miniature
operation of this character, of recent occurrence. Of the numerous land-
J’fdu which are constantly taking place in our country, the largest and
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The writer acknowledges that all this is mere hypothesis ;
but where there is nothing but supposition to oppose, one man
has as good a right to throw out his conjectures as another.
And it is believed, that the abeve hypothesis is well calculated
to account for some of the most remarkable features of Long
Island, some of which are strikingly illustrated in the occur-
rence at Herkimer. 'The discovery, not oaly of sea-shells, but
also of the bodies of trees, ata great depth, which has been
frequently made, in digging wells on the Island, is easily ac-
counted for on the supposition of such an avalanche as has
been described.

It is not the intention of this section to take a detailed view
of the geological features of the island This would not be
compatible with the object of the present work ; and those
who are disposed can avail themselves of the results of the
late geological survey of the State of New York, which, as far
as Long Island is concerned, was indefatigably executed by
William W. Mather, Esq. There are some other topics con-
nected with this subject, which will receive a brief notice.

Long Island is remarkably diversified in regard to its sur-
face, and the character of its soil : and there is a striking con-
trast, as already suggested, between the northern and south-
ern parts. A ridge of hills, (not unaptly called *the back-
bone? of the island,) commencing in the town of New Utrecht,

most remarkable that the writer ever had an opportunity of examining,
was that which took place on the north-east side of West Canada Creek,
near its mouth, in 1816. A tract of several acres, covered with large tim-
ber, was detached from the adjoining hill. and proceeded directly across
the Creek ; and with such inmense rapidity was the bottom of the Creek
raised up, before the moving mass, that the little fish were left high and
dry, on the very gravel, over which, the moment before, they were swim-
ming in the full enjoyment of their native element. The slide would, in
all probability, have completely dammed up the Creek, but for the inter-
vention of an island, lying about its middle, directly in its course. By this
it was arrested ; and yet the removal, through only a few rods, together
with its sudden arrest, rent the whole tract, especially its rear part, with im-
raense fissures or cracks, some of which were ascertained to be 20 feet decp;
and how much deeper could not be determined for the want of means,
The cavity in the hill behind the slide, became a pond, probably of only
temporary duration ; but which, ut the time the writer examined it. only
a few days after the occurrence, containcd a considerable body of water.
It may be added that this remarkable slide took place in the evening ; and
notwithstanding the short distance it proceeded, was accompanied with
80 great a noisc and jarring of the earth, as to produce general consterna.
tion in the village of Herkimer, which is about one mile distant ; and was
supposed to have been occusioned by an earthquake, till the following
" day disclosed the fact.
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at the western extremity, passes through, on the north side,
and occasionally sends off spurs, that extend quite to the mid.
dle. Hence, the northern half, to the head of Peconick Bay,
is elevated, uneven, and in some cases, what is called broken
land. There are, indeed, occasional tracts of several miles in
extent, that are perfectly smooth and level ; but they are so
elevated that no water can be reached without digging 100
feet or even more. On these, you will find numerous habi.
tations, that have always depended on the clouds of heaven
for their entire supply of water.

This ridge of hills occasionally sends up a towering peak,
whose elevated top furnishes a diversified prospect of land and
water scenery, that will richly repay the toil of  ascending.
The highest of these, and consequently that which is first dis-
covered by vessels approaching the coast, is *“ Harbour Hill,”
situated at the head of Hempstead Harbour, in the town of
North Hempstead. Its height is stated, in Blunt’s Pilot, at
819 feet above the level of the Sound. Jane’s Hill, one of the
peaks of the West Hills in the town of Huntington, has been
claimed to be still higher, but there is no evidence that it has
ever been accurately measured ; while it is confidently asserted
by mariners, that the former is always discovered first at sea.

The Dix Hills, another spur in Huntington, after running
parallel with the West Hills nearly to the middle of the island,
turns at a right angle, and proceeds easterly ; being frequently
broken into short ridges, and sometimes detached hills, for the
space of 20 miles. These are distinguished in succession by
various names; as, Comack Hills, Mount Pleasant, Bald
Hills, Ruland’s Hill, Coram Hill, and Terry’s Hill. Some of
these are next in elevation, to those previously mentioned. In
the eastern part of Brookhaven, the ridge is lost in the gene-
ral elevation of the land.

R The Shinnecock Hills, though entirely disconnected with
the nothern ridge, are deserving of notice here, as being the
highest elevations on the southern coast of the island, as well
as from their singular position and structure. They are
situated on the isthmus that unites the southern branch or
peninsula at Canoe Place. They extend about four miles to
the east, and frequently rise in conical peaks, which overlook
the adjacent bays, the Sound and the ocean. They are com-

d almost entirely of fine sand, which is still drifted hither
and thither by the winds ; and might be supposed to have been
formed by this agency, if it were not for an occasional rock,
jutting out of their sides, even to their top. There must have
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been an amazing depth of water over these isolated hills, if
floating icebergs contributed this part of their material l—
This isthmus, including the Hills, was formerly covered with
timber ; but it is now perfectly naked, except extensive
patches of whortle-berry—bay-berry, and other small shrubs,
not more than two or three feet high ; with here and there
an aged thorn.bush, which has acquired the form and stature
of a tree. The road over the hills, is extremely heavy and
undulating, but it presents one of the most charming views of
the ocean that can be found on the island.

While the northern half of Long Island is elevated and
hilly, and in general presents a stiffer soil ; the southern half
is remarkably level, and though somewhat diversified, is gene-
rally, composed of a light sandy soil. At the water's edge, it
is but little elevated above the level of the sea; and as you
proceed northward, it rises so gradually as scarcely to be per-
ceptible. This is remarkably the case with the great Hemp-
stead Plain which will be more particularly described. This
vast tract presents to the eye, from almost every point, the as-
pect of a horizontal surface ; and yet, if we have the correct
survey of the Long Island Rail Road, the north east corner of
that remarkable plain must be nearly one hundred and fifty
feet above the ocean ; and in passing from Jamaica to Hicks-
ville, (a distance of only sixteen miles) the assent is one hun-
dred and two feet. The traveller will find it difficult to per<
suade himself of the fact, as he passes over the ground. Hicks.
ville is the summit of the Rail Road.

The necks on the south side, which are formed by the nu.
merous bays, and frequently large tracts of the adjacent lands,

- though often mingled with sand, have a strong soil, and abun-
dantly repay the labour of the husbandman. But there are also
vast plains of gravel and sand, which are utterly incapable of
cultivation, and yield no profit but what arises from their
scanty natural productions. .

Of these, the most remarkable is the great Hempstead Plain,
which is a vast tract of level land, commencing about 16 miles
from the west end, and extending 12 miles east, with a breadth
of 5 or 6 miles. To the eye, this whole tract appears as
smooth and unbroken gs the surface of the sea in a calm;
though, as you pass over it, you meet with slight undulations;
and the view of the traveller over the whole expanse is unob.
structed, by tree, or shrub, or any other vegetable production.
Within the memory of persons still living, there was scarcely
an enclosure in this whole compass. It was cut up with roads or
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waggon-paths, in almost every direction ; so that the stranger,
and even the experienced traveller in the night time, or when
the ground was covered with snow, was constantly liable to
lose his way. Numerous instances of this, sometimes attended
with disastrous consequences, occurred in former days. One
of the principal country roads led nearly through the middle
of the plain, and on it, at intervals of 3 or 4 miles, solitary
inns were established to accommodate the lonely way-faring
man. Around these, as a matter of necessity, were small en-
closures ; some efforts were made to cultivate the land, and a
few trees planted and nurtured for ornament or use, But the
occupants were obliged to transport all their fuel, and the
most of their provisions, from beyond the plain. All the wells
dug on this extended tract are from 60 to 100 feet, and some-
times more, in depth. The whole plain was formerly held as
the common property of the towns in which it lies; and the
only use to which it was applied, was the pasturage of sheep
and cattle during the summer season, on the coarse grass,
which, from time immemorial, was its only natural produc.
tion. Numerous ponds, formed either by natural hollows or
excavated by art, and at length made capable of retaining
the rain of heaven, offered an abundant supply of water, which
is rarely exhausted in the driest season.

Of late years, however, the hand of cultivation, which com.
menced its operation on the north side of the Plain, has gradu-
ally extended its labours, till large portions are now success.
fully subjected to the implements of husbandry. The soil
of this whole tract is a black, rich, vegetable mould, varying
in depth from 4 to 12 inches, which needs nothing but warm-
ing manure to produce an abundant crop. Large fields of
Indian corn, and also of wheat and rye, are readily raised by
this mode of treatment. There is no land, in any part of the
country, that presents a more beautiful or promising appear-
ance to the eye, than one of these fields when the young blade
has just sprung up ; and the transient spectator is led to won-
der why every rod of ground is not converted into a garden.
The main difficulty lies beneath the soil. The subsiratum is
a coarse, smooth, clean gravel, that appears as if it had been
screened and washed from every particle that was capable of
retaining moisture, or any other vegetable nourishment, and
its depth is unfathomable. The necessary consequence is,
that, except in a few places, where there is a small admixture
of loam, a coat of manure is leached off in the course of a year
or two ; and the work must be done over again. Had nature



18 GEOLOGICAL STRUCTURE, [pazrr 1,

here deposited a stratum of clay or loam beneath the present
soil, it is a question whether this tract would be exceeded on
this side of the western prairies ; and with the present facili-
ties for transporting manure, as the L. L. Rail Road runs
nearly through its middle, this vast tract, now so sterile, might
be made to furnish sustenance for a population equal in num-
ber to the present inhabitants of the whole island. But
whether the invention of man, or the spirit of improvement,
will ever discover a method by which the expense and labour
of applying manure and cultivating the soil on this extended
plain may be adequately repaid, is quite problematical. This
difficulty once overcome, a few artesian wells would afford a
supply of water at every man’s door. .

There is another peculiarity in the surface of this remark-
able plain, to which the eye of the traveller may be directed.
In passing from the east to the west, (on its southern border
this peculiarity is most clearly discernible,) about once in a
mile or more frequently as you proceed west, you come to a
manifest depression in the surface, with a considerably ele-
vated embankment on the west. These valleys, if they may
be so called, appear to proceed from near the middle of the
plain, constantly growing deeper towards the south ; and the
conviction seems irresistible that they were formed by a tor-
rent of retiring water. ' They all run nearly parallel with each
other, their uniform course being a little to the west of south ;
and what is not the least remarkable, is, that almost every one
of these valleys is the source of permanent brooks, some of
which proceed from a considerable distance up the plain, and
furnish numerous mill-seats on the south side of the island.
But these will be more particularly noticed hereafter.

Adjoining these plains on the east, and south of the hills,
commences another, on nearly the same level and like the
other, gradually descending to the South Bay, which has less
soil, but the same gravelly substratum, though somewhat more
mingled with loam. This is covered principally with a growth
of scrub-oak bushes, from 4 to 10 feet high, but never attain-
ing the form or stature of trees; they frequently stand so
close, and interlock their branches, as to defy every attempt
to pass through them. Hundreds of acres have presented,
apparently, the same unvaried aspect, from the first settlement
of the country. 'The brushy-plains is as familiar to the ear on
Long Island, as the great Hempstead Plain ; and the. contrast
is remarkable.

In some places, these wastes are diversified by. a larger,
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though unthrifty growth of oak, or pitch-pine ; but, in many
instances, the trees are scattered and completely encompassed
with the scrub-oak bushes, which seem to claim title as the
original occupants of the ground. These plains, though occa-
sionally interrupted, cover large portions of the dody of the
island. The land which they occupy is sometimes cleared,
and a crop or two of some value raised ; but there is rarely
sufficient soil to render it worthy of permanent cultivation.

As we proceed eastward, the sand increases in fineness,
even in some places, to fluidiy ; and about 40 miles from the
west end, the Great Pine Plains commence, which occupy,
with little interruption, one half of the island for 50 miles
eastward. This is, in a great measure, one unbroken forest,
principally of pitch-pine, occasionally intermingled with oak.
Ferns and whortle-berry bushes, woodbine and mosses, with
other shrubs and vines in scattered clumps, help to furnish a
scanty cover for the sand. The trees, both pine and oak, often
attain a larger growth than the nature of the ground (for there
is mo soil) would seem to warrant, being from one to two feet
in diameter. In travelling these forests, you will occasion.
ally fall upon a small oasis, which cheers the stranger’s eye,
as it well may the heart of the solitary occupant ; but in many
places, even at the present day, you may pass through 5, 8
and even 7 miles of unbroken forest, without discerning a hu.
man habitation, or the least trace of the hand of man, except
the stumps of felled trees.

It is a common opinion, of those who have never travelled
through Long Island, that there is very little wood or timber
in any part of its lengthened domain. But this is a great
mistake, especially in relation to that part of it which was de.
signated as the body of the fish. There you will find a greater
proportion of the land occupied by woods, than on either side of
the Hudson, as far up as it is navigable, or on any of the great
roads in the western part of the state. And why should it not
be so, since vast portions of the island are of no earthly value,
but for the wood they produce? Previously to the introduc-
tion of anthracite coal into so gencral use, a large portion of
the supply of fuel in the city of New York—thousands of cords,
not only of pine from the sandy lands, but of oak and hickery
of the finest quality from the more elevated parts, were trans-
ported to that market ; and, singular as the fact may appear,
in view of the preceding description, there is probably no dis-
trict of country where a tract of land cut entirely smooth is
replaced by natural growth with more rapidity, than on the
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rough and elevated parts of this island. The same ground
has often been cut over in 20 or 25 years; and every suc-
cessive growth is equally productive. Though the flat, sandy
lands may require a somewhat longer period, even these are
replenished with astonishing rapidity. This circumstance
alone renders those tracts, which are utterly incapable of cul-
tivation, a source of profit to their owners ; and fully accounts
for the fact, that so large a portion of the island is still occu-
pied by wood.*

1t may be worth while to add, in this connexion, that old,
worn-out lands, if only defended from the ravages of cattle,
in process of time, become covered with wood. This result
has, in a few instances, been greatly hastened by ploughing
and sowing nuts and acorps. An individual who first tried
the experiment with chestnuts, lived to cut the trees for fenc-
ing timber ; some of which were of sufficient size, to use the
words of his labourer, “ to split 8 rails out of the but-log.”

The forests of Long Island, though long since cleared of
wild-cats, wolves, and the like, with which they once abound-
ed, are still occupied by vast numbers of deer ; hundreds of
which have been killed yearly, without destroying the stock.
But the Long Island Railroad, which now passes through the
heart of their principal resort, may, by frightening these timid
animals from their wonted lairs, expose them to the more fre-
quent shot of the huntsman ; and thus, ere long, the harmless
race may be extirpated from their native forests, which must
ever remain undiminished.

The woods as well as the open fields, abound also with
quails and partridges ; the swamps with woodcock, and the
plains with grouse and plover ; while the surrounding waters,
especially the extended south bays, are the common resort of
innumerable multitudes of wild-fowl, from the stately  goose
down to the smallest snipe. Immense numbers of these are
killed annually by the inhabitants for their own use, or for
market ; and the sport or profit of fishing, hunting and fowl-
ing, probably induces more foreigners to visit the island, than
all other motives put together: always excepting the abomi-

* As one, out of many facts in confirmation of this statement, it may
be remarked that, in the time of the Revolutionary War, Lloyd's Neck,
which contains less than 3000 acres, was almost entirely divested of wood
by the British. And the growth of wood since the peace of 1783 on this
small tract, of which several hundred acres have been under cultivation,
has been estimated at 1000 cords a year; and more than 50,000 have
been actually cut since that time.
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nation of horse-racing, which will receive due attention in &
proper place. Several kinds of land-birds are protected dur-
ing the breeding season, by special statutes; and the most of
the sea-fowl protect themselves, during the same period, by
migration to more unfrequented climes. Upon the return of
cold weather, these, with the numerous progeny which they
have reared, return and bespeckle the harbours and bays,
which constantly resound with their untiring cackle. There
is reason, however, to believe that some of these species, par-
ticularly the wild-goose, are greatly diminished in number,
from what they were formerly. Many persons now living,
can distinctly recollect the time when, both spring and fall,
the passage of large flocks of geese over the island, at almost
any point, was a matter of daily, and sometimes hourly occur-
rence. .But now, it is a sight that is rarely witnessed. The
same remark is applicable to a smaller species of fowl, though
larger than the duck, commonly distinguished by the name of
brant. All the larger kinds of wild fowl are evidently scarcer,
than they were formerly. The increased population of the
country, and the improved skill and implements of gunning,
probably account for the fact.

It is a remarkable fact in the natural history of this small
territory, that of all the land-birds belonging to the United
States, either as resident or migratory, two-thirds of them are
to be found on Long Island ; of the water-birds, a still larger
proportion ; and no doubt their number would be increased, if
it were not for the reckless amusement of shooting small birds
for the mere sport.

In this connection, the writer would mention a fact, attest-
ed by his own observation, that may be as interesting to his
readers as it has been to himself. About three years ago, a
number of English sky-larks made their escape from a cage,
on board a ship, or just after they were landed in Brooklyn.
They took up their residence in some beautiful fields, in the
vicinity of the Wallabout, where, in the two succeeding sum-
mers, they were considerably multiplied; and, through the
day, they might be seen and heard, in their lofty gyrations,
pouring out their delightful song. The fact was no sooner
known, than these fields became the resort, especiaily on the
holy Sabbath, of some of these unprincipled marauders. And
thus, while the devotions of the Christian were interrupted by
the frequent reports of their guns, the work of death was car-
ried on, till these lovely foreigners, which should have met a cor-
dial welcome to our soil, are heard no more. They are pro-
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bably extinct. The man that can be guilty of such an act,
is not worthy to breathe American air, much less to enjoy
American citizenship. ¢ Procul! procul ! este profani!”

The following extracts from the eatliest history of Long
Island ever written, are worthy of a place in this connection.
They are taken from “ A Brief Description of New-York,
formerly called New Amsterdam ;” by Danier Dexrox, of
Hempstead, published in London, 1670.

“The test part of the Island is very full of timber, as Oaks—white
and red, Walnut-trees, Chestnut-trees, which yield stores of Mast for
swine, &ec.

¢ For wild beasts, there is Deer, Bear, Wolves, Foxes. Racoons, Otters,
Musquashes and Skunks. Wild fowl, there is great store of, as Turkeys,
Heath-hens, Quuils, Partridges, Pigeons, Cranes, Geese of several sorts,
Brants, Widgeuns, Teal, and divers others.

“ Upon the south side of Long Island in the winter, lie store of Whales
and Grampusses, which the inhabitants begin with small boats to make a
trade, catching to their no small benefit. Also, an innumerable multitude
of seals, which make an excellent vyle ; they lie all the winter upon some
broken Marshes and Beaches, or bars of sand before mentioned, and might
be easily got were there some skilful men would undertake it.”

It is scarcely necessary to say that the taking of a whale,
on the south side of the island, is now a rare occurrence ; and
still more rarely, is a wandering seal seen on the shore.

There have been, and still are, some venomous reptiles on
the island. Of these the principal are”the rattle-snake, and
the pilot, or copper-headed adder. 'The former is confined to
a few localities, while the latter is to be found in almost every
part. ‘The famous sachem or hoop-snake, of which tradition
has handed down many hideous accounts, is still in exist-
ence, though net frequently met with, One has been killed
the present season, in the forest south of Riverhead, and an-
other last year, on the linc of the railroad, in the town of Is-
lip. It is said to grow to a large size, (10 or 12 feet in length)
and is farnished with a shorp horn, on the end of its tail, with
which it % does battle.” Its taking its tail in its mouth and
rolling like a hoop, upon its adversary, till within striking dis-
tance, is believed to be fabulous ; though it is, without doubt,
a dangerous animal to approach. The victor of one of those
recently killed, tells, of course, a * big story ” of the rencoun-
ter, which it is needless to repeat. Its haunts are confined to
the most dense forests and swamps. The south beach, par-
ticularly the eastern part of it, opposite Brookhaven, is the re-
sort of immense numbers of speckled adders, hundreds of
which have been killed in a single season. They are, how-
ever, regarded with little apprehension.
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SECTION IV..
Its waters—inland and adjacent ; promontories, &e